ADVOCACY FORUM FOR TOBACCO CONTROL 

Background

Advocacy Forum for Tobacco Control (AFTC) is a network of organizations and individuals in India that demonstrate a sharp focus on tobacco control in their regular programme and activities and significant commitment towards advancing tobacco control at all levels.  AFTC has been engaged in tobacco control advocacy efforts in the country for the past several years, particularly in advocating a comprehensive tobacco control law. Its approach to advocacy has been very strategic and involves working with the system as well as from its outside to make it stronger and more functional. AFTC, under the leadership of an Advisory Committee works through its Operations Committee of Regular Members, which decides on its areas of action, activities and projects for each year. In January 2006, AFTC organized the First National Conference on Tobacco Control to bring together tobacco control advocates from all over the country to address common concerns. 

In August 2007, HRIDAY, Delhi and Healis, Mumbai jointly initiated projects under the Bloomberg Initiative to Reduce Tobacco Use to advance tobacco control in India based on policy development, legislation, enforcement and advocacy. These projects involve active participation from all AFTC members and aims at inviting new NGO members to join AFTC and expand the network. Different set of activities will be coordinated by HRIDAY and Healis. Under this project two AFTC offices are being established: the Delhi office) at HRIDAY and the Mumbai office at Healis.

AFTC Advisory Committee

Dr. K. Srinath Reddy (HRIDAY)

Dr. PC Gupta (Healis)

Dr. Mira Aghi (ACT India / HRIDAY)
AFTC Secretariat
HRIDAY

Convener
Ms. Monika Arora (HRIDAY)
Activities coordinated by HRIDAY
· Advocacy with national and state level policy makers for effective enforcement of the Indian tobacco control law

· Providing background legal support to Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India (MOHFW, GOI) to upscale the enforcement of the law

· Technical and legal capacity building of national and state level law enforcement officers and NGO personnel (3 national workshops and workshops in 13 states)

· Expanding and diversifying the AFTC network and fostering effective partnerships for tobacco control

· Promoting government-NGO partnership for effective enforcement of the law at the national, state and district levels

· Conducting state level advocacy to ensure effective enforcement of smoke-free rules and pictorial warnings

· Networking with the private sector to effectively implement 100% smoke-free public places and indoor workplaces

Activities coordinated by Healis

· Creation and maintenance of the AFTC website (www.aftcindia.org)

· Coordinating media advocacy for tobacco control including issuing press releases, organizing press conferences

· Conducting policy relevant research to provide new and consolidate existing evidence bases for tobacco control advocacy including the smoke-free regulation survey and gauging public support for pictorial health warnings
Expanding the network
AFTC is in the process of expanding its reach and network pan-India.  AFTC is therefore inviting applications from eligible Indian organizations to join the network.  Your organization is invited to complete this membership form and submit to AFTC at radhika@hriday-shan.org. An electronic record of all members will be maintained by Healis through the AFTC website. Kindly note: forms which are not signed will not be considered

Benefits of membership
· Free membership in the national network on tobacco control

· Opportunity to work on shared goals for stronger tobacco control policies and programmes in India

· Access to latest research and reports on tobacco control in India

· Access to technical and legal support from experts on various tobacco control issues

· Able to contribute member skills, expertise and resources to advance tobacco control in the country

· Grant opportunities, as available from time to time.

· Other Member benefits that would be constantly updated.

Eligibility criteria for Associate Membership
An organization that demonstrates a focus on tobacco control in India in its regular activities and is active in promoting tobacco control at local, regional, national and international level is eligible to apply for membership.  The organization must be registered in India. The organization should have no working relationship with tobacco industry or its allies in the past or present and should not have ever accepted any funding from the industry. The organization should agree to uphold AFTC values of shared leadership and common goals and abide by its rules:
· AFTC members while using AFTC banner have to seek prior permission from AFTC Advisory Committee. Upon their approval only can an organization use the coalition name.

· AFTC has been a coalition of organizations who respect each other’s work in tobacco control in India. 

· Use of offensive or derogatory language in personal communication via any mode by any level of AFTC member would lead to immediate suspension of organizational membership as per decision of the Advisory Committee.

· AFTC has worked on the philosophy of giving due credit to organizations and individuals who have contributed to the goal of tobacco control in India. AFTC is an advocacy group and any laudable effort undertaken by the government in this direction, receives AFTC’s full support and appreciation. New members to AFTC will be expected to work in sync with this philosophy of AFTC.

· Using AFTC platform for self projection and not recognizing collective effort will lead to violation of AFTC’s rules and can cause suspension of membership.
Organizations intending to join AFTC are required to submit the prescribed Membership Form duly filled in and signed by at least two of its office bearers. The applications would be reviewed by an AFTC Review Committee. Based on the report of the Review Committee, AFTC Operations Committee would decide and convey the status of the application to the applicant organization within. The decision of AFTC Operational committee in this regard shall be final. 

Membership Process
On approval of Membership, the applicant organization would be conferred “Associate Membership” for a period of 2 years from the date of acceptance of membership. Based on the contributions and performance of the member in its first two years as Associate Member, AFTC Operations Committee would decide on the confirmation of the Associate Member to be a Regular Member. AFTC Operations Committee reserves the right to approve/reject/suspend/ put on hold applications for Associate and Regular Memberships, if the applicant organization or member acts in a way contrary to the agreed goals and values of AFTC.


ADMINISTRATIONAL DETAILS

Name of the organization



Registration details




(State, Number, date & authority)

Address of Registered Office


Address of Head Office (telephone-with area code, fax, website and email)

Name of the key office bearers with their designations



PROGRAMME DETAILS

Major objectives included in its Memorandum



:

Current major objectives as related to tobacco control

Rough estimate of the proportion of resources spent for each major objective during the past year


Please describe major tobacco control activities in the past 5 years






Specific achievements and recognitions in tobacco control


Sources of funding




Relationship with tobacco industry and its allies

Accepted any funds from tobacco
:

Yes (  )

No (  )

Industry or allies, any time 

Worked with industry or allies any time:

Yes (  )

No (  )

for any tobacco industry activity

Worked with tobacco industry or allies for:

Yes (  )

No (  )

any other activity

Name of the person for correspondence with AFTC

Position





Address





Telephone / Fax



E-mail






Alternate person to contact if the above mentioned is not available

Name






Position





Address





Telephone / Fax





E-mail






DECLARATION

All information provided above is true and correct to the best of our knowledge and ability. If found otherwise, AFTC reserves the right to revoke the membership of the organization. We have read the rules of conduct and hereby agree to abide by the rules of AFTC and share its values and goals.
We are well aware that any deviations from these set of rules can lead to suspension of our organization’s/ individual membership with AFTC.

1. 
Name and designation of organization’s first representative


Signature

___________________________________


_____________________


___________________________________




2.  
Name and designation of organization’s second representative

Signature

___________________________________


_____________________


___________________________________




I further declare that my organization or I do not have any direct or indirect connections with the tobacco industry or its allies. AFTC has the right to withdraw our organizational membership in the event of any such connection being found or established.

Name and designation of organization’s first representative


Signature
_________________________________________


_____________________

_________________________________________


_____________________
I further declare that my organization or I do not have any direct or indirect connections with the tobacco industry or its allies. AFTC has the right to withdraw our organizational membership in the event of any such connection being found or established.

Name and designation of organization’s second representative 
Signature

_________________________________________


_____________________


_________________________________________


_____________________

Date:








_____________________










Seal of the Organization

AFTC Membership Form for Associate Members
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